BE CALM
Try not to cause any stress to the wild animal—this will only cause it to try to get
away, possibly further injuring itself.

OBSERVE
Without getting too close to the wild animal, observe it to determine its species, if it
Is in fact injured or orphaned, and what kind of injury it might have suffered.

CALL A RESCUE SERVICE

Before you handle the animal, call a wildlife rescue service. They will instruct you
on your next course of action, and prevent harm to you and further harm to the ani-
mal. Be able to identify the animal—if not the exact name, at least the physical traits,
including the approximate size.

IS THE ANIMAL REALLY AN ORPHAN?

Be sure to carefully observe from a distance any animal you suspect is orphaned. In
most cases, a baby animal left alone is not actually an orphan. Some animals will
leave their young alone and only visit periodically for feeding. I/t is important to
leave these wild animals alone unless you are absolutely certain they are in need of
your help.
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